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947 chronicle texts on Princess Olga’s reforms and foundation of Pogosts'

Abstract

The article discusses the fragment of the 947 chronicle text. It describes the episode when
Princess Olga establishes the «pogosts» (administrative units) on the Novgorod land. The author
argues that the primary text was artificially attached to the Novgorod Chronicle. The events were
unfolding in Drevlyanian and Volynian land, where ran Bulgar-Kyiv-Regensburg international
trade route. The war in Drevlyanian land opened up prospects for control of this trade route
from Kyiv to the Luga river to the basin of the Western Bug, whence opened the waterway to
the Baltic Sea along the Bug and the Vistula. The chronicles description about the events of the
year 947 shows the establishment of a new system of administrative centers on the right bank of
the Western Bug (in the basin of its right tributary — the Luga river) named «pogosts».

Keywords: chronicles, Rus’, Princess Olga, urban reform, administrative reform,
Novgorod land, Drevlyanian land, Volynian land, pogosts (administrative units), international
trade routes.

Problem Setting. Among the scant reports of urban chronicle of the princely era the
carliest evidence of large-scale administrative reform by Princess Olga of Kiev was released and
was placed in the Chronicle under the year 947. In the list of administrative measures there is
the indication about building of new settlements such as pogosts (administrative units). It is
mentioned in the chronicles that it was an early example of systematic Principal
Administration’s aimed to organize a network of new settlements in Rus’.

There is evidenced in the record that the construction of urban pogosts (administrative
units) was provided by reformist ideas of Princess Olga in the taxation, fiscal and customs areas
of functioning in Rus” State. Despite a rather comprehensive account of this event in the annals
and seemingly definite and unambiguous geographical reference to it, the interpretation faces a
number of contradictions that give rise to a critical analysis.

The objective of publication is to verify the well-known in the historical literature
interpretations of the 947 Chronicle on Princess Olga’s reforms after the war in Drevlyanian
land, identifying the reasons for the construction of pogosts (administrative units) and
determining of the subject arcas for above-mentioned urban initiatives of Kievan administration.

The problems of expanding of the administrative center are associated with the attempt to
improve the system of the Ancient Rus’ state control and dates back to the times of Prince Oleg. His
endeavors to establish new settlements were preceded by the attempts to determine where the
princely governors had to reside. Tale of Bygone Years gives evidence that Prince Oleg set his men
in Smolensk in Lyubech in his way to Kyiv: «6388—6390 (880-882). Oleg set forth, taking with him
many warriors from among the Varangians, the Chuds, the Slavs, the Merians and all the
Krivichians. He thus arrived with his Krivichians before Smolensk, captured the city, and set up a
garrison there. Thence he went on and captured Lyubech, where he also set up a garrison». |14,
p. 60-611; («B a5 . ni". & X [6390 (882)]] [TT]oude Gnezw noums 605 mnoeu Bapacu. Hiodw
Chosrenu. Mepio. u eécro Kpueuuu. u npuoe kv Cymonenocky cv Kpueuuu. u npus 2padv. u nocaou
MYACH C80" Wmyda noude enuzv. u 634 Jlobeyw. u nocaou myaxc® ceou») [4, col. 22-23].

The next urban initiative of Oleg after ascending to the throne in Kiev was the foundation of
new cities on the dependent territories that had to pay taxes (tributes). The Chronicle says: «Oleg set
himself up as prince in Kyiv, and declared that it should be the mother of Rus' cities. The Varangians,
Slavs, and others who accompanied him, were called Rus' Oleg began to build stockaded towns, and

* Translation was done with the support of O. Olzhych Fund in the United States. Translation by Halyna Chumak.
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imposed tribute on the Slavs, the Krivichians, and the Merians. He commanded that Novgorod should
pay the Varangians tribute to the amount of 300 grivny a year for the preservation of peace. This
tribute was paid to the Varangians until the death of Yaroslavy. |14, p. 61]; («/u] creoe Gnezw kHaxca
6v Kueers. u pe' Ghnezo ce 6you mmiit epadoms pyckumi. [u] orsua oy neco Bapasu u Croernu u
npoyu nposeauaca Pycoro. ce ace Gheewv naua eopoowvt cmagumu u oycmaeu Oan CloereHOMb
Kpusuwemv u Mepu u [ycmasu] Bapacoms. danv dasmu w Hoeazopooa epusenv. wi. na ™
Mupa oA €xce 00 erpmu Apociaents. oasute Bapacomvy) |4, col. 23-24].

The excerpt from Arabian geographer al-Mas'udi confirms the massive, namely urbanizing,
activity of Oleg before his official ascension as Prince. He writes about the contemporary of
Kyivan Prince Dir — al-Olvang: «The next afier him |Dir — Y. D.] is king al-Olvang whose domain
is vast and the buildings are broad, his army is huge and his ammunition is abundant. He wages
war on Rum, the Franks, the Langobards and other peoples. <...> This king is followed by the
Turk king from Slovian lands, <..>», («Bcieo 3a num [Aupom — FO.JI|, credyem yapo an-
Onsane, y KOMOPo20 MHO20 G1AOeHUll, OOWUPHbIe CMOPOeHUs, OONbULOe G0TICKO U O0UTbHOE
goennoe cuapacenue. On gorwem ¢ Pymom, panxamu, aaneobapoamu u Opyeumi HaApOOdMIL.
<.> 3a smum yapem credyem u3 CmMpan ciaesn yape mypox, <..>»)|[6, p.472]. The name
«Turks» (according to Constantine Porphyrogenitus) is used to denote the Hungarians. This fact
allows us to localize the al-Olvang’s kingdom to the west or south-west of Kyiv. This expert
correlates with the word of Persian historian Hardizy. In his work «Zayn al-akbar» («The Beauty
of Tales») written within years 1049-33 and reproduced the realities of the beginning of 10th
century, Hardizy talks about the Slavonic fortifications: «They have a tradition of fortress
construction. A several men unite to build fortifications, as they are constantly attacked and
raided by the Hungarians. They come and the Slavs lock themselves up in these fortifications they
have built. Particularly in winter they stay in castles and fortresses and in summer dwell in the
forestsy («V nux ecmb obwruati cmpoumns kpenocmi. Heckonvko uenogex 00veOunsaiomes, 4mobuol
CMpOUmb YKpenieHus, Max Kax 6eHePbl Ha HUX NOCMOIHHO COBEPULATOM HANAOCHUS U ePABAM UX.
Benepuvl npuxooam, a ciaeane 3anuparomes @ 3mu YKpenieHus, Komopvie nOCMpouti. 3umoil 6
bonvbuLeil HACMU OHU HAX0OAMCA 8 3AMKAX U Kpenocmsx, d iemom 6 aecax») |3, p. 58].

The Ustuzhskaya chronicles excerpt about administrative urban undertakings deals not
only with the establishment of tax and toll: «6391. Oleg goes and imposes a tax of black marten
on the Drevlians, the Severs and the Kozars and all the Rus’ lands and townsy; (B rema 6391.
Hoe One na opeenamsi, u HAO ce@epbl, U HA KO3APDLL, U HANONCU HA HUX OdHb NO YOPHOU KYHUYE C
yenoeexa Ha 200, 1 00poku no eceu semau Pyckou yemaegu, u muocu 20poost nocmaeu) |8, p. 18,
57]. This way the chronicles record the conscious attempts of systematic and structural-
functional changes in the state order. Their supply demanded the foundation of the settlements
that placed the governmental administration submitted to Kiev and independent from the local
tribal administrative structures.

The measures undertaken by Prince Oleg found their further development in a sequence
of state administrative reforms, executed by Princess Olga. She started her reformative activity
shortly after the demise of Prince Igor in Drevlyanian lands. It was preceded with the fourfold
revenge on the Drevlyans. The first Drevlyanian ambassador was buried alive and the second
was burned alive in the bathhouse. Further on Olga executed Drevlyans during the mortuary
rites of funeral feast on the grave of Prince Igor and burnt down the town of Korosten.

Having punished the Drevlyans, Olga went with her son Sviatoslav to Drevlyanian land,
defining regulations and laws and organizing the encampments and /ovischa (hunting places) on
the conquered territory: «6454 (946). She then passed through the land of Dereva, accompanied
by her son and her retinue, establishing laws and tribute. Her trading posts and hunting-
preserves are there still. Then she returned with her son to Kiev, her city, where she remained
one year». [14, p. 81]; ( «u ude Boavea no Jlepbeucmisu 3emiu b CHMb CGOUMDB U Cb OPYICUHOIO
0yCmaenAIoWU 0yCmMagsl U OYPOKU. [U] Cymb CMAHOSUWA €16 U 106U, U NPUOE 8 ePAOb CE0U
Kueew. cv cimv ceoums Criociaeomnb. u npebviguiu aremo €ouno.») |4, col. 60]. The following
vear the Kievan Princess extended her activities beyond Drevlyanian land: «6455 (947). Olga
went to Novgorod, and along the Msta she established trading-posts and collected tribute. She
also collected imposts anci tribute along the Luga. Her hunting-grounds, boundary posts,
towns, and trading-posts still exist throughout the whole region, while her sleighs stand in

8



Teopua 1 tiemopua apRumekmypsl, PECMagpagus

Hasecmua KTACY, 2013, Ne 3 (25) 1 PEKOHCMPYKYUL UCMOPUKO-aPXUMEKMYPHOZO Hacnedud

Pskov to this day. Her fowling preserves still remain on the Dnieper and the Desna, while her
village of Ol'zhichi is in existence even now. Afier making these dispositions, she returned to her
city of Kiev, and dwelt at peace with it.» [14, p. 81-82]; («B ar"™. 5. y #ie. — [6455 (947)] Hoe
Bonvea Hosyeopoody. u oycmasu no Mvcmrs nosocmui u oanu. u no Jlysme wopoxu u oanu [u] ™
JO8ULYA. €51 CYMb NO 8Cell 3eMIU . 3HAMAHBSL U MIBCIA 1 N060Ccmbl [TipaBubHO B MnaTheBekoi
acronucu — noroctel — FO.J[ | u canu ee cmoamov 6w Ilneckosrn 1 0o ce2o Oxe. u no J{urenpy
nepesrscuiya u no Jlecurs. u ecmo ceao ec Gnvorcuyu u 0ocene. u UPIOUE™ U 6b3PAMUCA Kb CHY
ceoemy Kuegy. u npebvieauie cv HuUMb 6b 1100w6u».) [4, col. 60].

Cited events are usually explained as the reforms of Kievan Princess in Novgorod, after
which she returned to Kiev, visiting Pskov on her way home. However, the well-known Russian
researchers of the chronicle text emphasized that the story that is closely tied with the events of
the Drevlyanian war is likely a literary fiction that emerged among the local scribes who tried to
correlate the activity of Kievan Princess with historical and geographical realities of Novgorod.
Archimandrite Leonid (Cavelin) [1, ¢. 218], Alexei Shakhmatov [9, p. 84-86; 10, p. 84-88] and
Dmitriy Likhachev [7, p. 305-306] suggested that the considered passage is a later insertion of a
chronicler, who believed that Olga visited a part of Novgorod land, called «Derevskaya land»,
«Derevar, and later — «Derevskaya Piatinay.

Besides this, the chronicle indication of Olga’s campaign «fo Novgorod» doesn’t relate to
Novgorod the Great because of the fact that in the middle of the tenth century such urban
settlement did not exist. As the results of a long archacological research show, there were a few
scattered settlements on its area at that time. Actually the fortresses, which could be called a
«city», appeared only on the initiative of Yaroslav Mudry in the middle of the eleventh
century [11, p. 41-42; 12, p. 71].

In addition to it, according to the chronicles, all Novgorod officials until the time of
Prince Yaroslav, were regularly giving to Kyiv the same two thousand hryvnyas of tribute.
Besides, since Oleg’s reign and till Yaroslav’s reign Novgorod citizens also paid 300 hryvnyas.
Long-term stability of the tributary relations between Kiev and Novgorod since Oleg reign to
the time of Yaroslav obviously contradicts the message of the 947 chronicle about the trip of
Princess Olga to Novgorod, aiming to establish taxes and tributes. This fact is an argument in
favor of the textologists” assumption about its artificial link to Novgorod land.

Neither in the middle of the tenth century, nor later had Kievan Administration a real means
to intervene actively in the economic development of future Novgorod land. The slightest possibility
of such Kiev’s intervention is denied by the whole course of the contractual relationship of the elite
of the north-western tribes with their invited prince. In addition, the assumption of the possible
annexation of these areas to be controlled by Kiev contradicts with the topography of the findings of
ancient coins, on the basis of the analysis in which Vladimir Yanin proved that in IX, X, and in the
XI century there were two economically enclosed area with their own special money turnover in
Eastern Europe: north-west (Novgorod) and southern (Kiev) [13, p. 160-193].

We arrived to the conclusion, that both textual analysis and comparative studying of the
political and economic development of the north-western and southern Rus” lands completely
deny the possibility of Princess” Olga campaign to Novgorod. Therefore a reasonable question
arises: What territory did Kievan administration choose to introduce a number of reforms,
backed up by urban reforms of the pogosts foundation?

In this context we draw our attention to the comment of Andrei Nikitin, who emphasized
the fact, that «the expression ‘affer msta’ (ie. — «after avenge») was interpreted as an indication
of the river Msta <...>». 5, p. 39, 221].

This observation links even closer the further actions of Princess Olga with her western
neighbor — Drevlyanian Land. The fact also opens unexpected perspectives for understanding the
geographical direction of Kievan Administration reforms after the Drevlyanian war. In our opinion,
the relevant initiatives of Olga were oriented westward from Kiev. The Chronicles call this territory
(as cited) «on The Luga». It mentions the Luga that is the right tributary of the Western Bug —the
Volynian Luga. This fact shows that the next year after the Drevlyanian war (literally — after
revenge/«after msta») Kiev incorporated Volynian lands reaching the Luga and the Western Bug.

Such an interpretation of the events described in the 947 Chronicle eliminates a number
of fundamental contradictions. Moreover, it proves that some credible textual critics were right,
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considering these events to be artificially associated with Novgorod land. But the newly united
with Kievan State Volynian land obviously needed the same administrative and financial
measures as those taken by Princess Olga a year before in postwar Drevlyanian Land. After
having reached the Bug River territory the following year after the Drevlyanian revenge («after
mstay), Princess started forming the churchyards on the territory of the Volynian Luga (fig.).

It is notable that the trading routes on the Novgorod rivers the Msta and the Luga
(traditionally acknowledged as the ones Princess Olga has taken) are the part of Vogla-Baltic
aqueous system and their hypothetical positioning didn’t appear useful to Kyiv. However
establishing the borders of Rus” on the Western Bug (with the important right inflow of the
Lug) Kievan administration has taken the control over the strategically important and safe
(considering the actual threat from Pechenigs) trading route, that bound Kiev with the outlet
markets for Rus’ products on Bavarian part of the Danube through the densely forested areas of
Drevlyanian and Volynian lands. The control over the Volynian part of this international route,
that reached out to the Luga and the Western Bug in the area of the future Vladimir and
Ustiluga, and gave Kyiv another huge advantages such as is the direct (without the Novgorod or
Polotsk help) access to Baltic through the Bug and the Vistula. In that way, without any
exaggeration Ustilug has become the Kyiv Baltic port. Corroborated by the massive findings of
the XI-XII cen. trade seals in Drohychyn, the researchers have reached the conclusion of the
customs post established in that place. In that point the transit goods were over freighted and
resealed. The comparative analysis of such lead seals on the territory of Eastern Europe
astonishes with a disproportion in favor of Drohychyn. Out of the overall amount of 15000 seals
the 12000 (80 %) are found in Drohychyn and its surroundings. The amount of northern Rus’
was only 2500 (17 %) seals, out of which 1000 are found in Novgorod, Gorodets and Volga
region. The remaining 3 % cover the other lands.
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Fig. Drevlyanian and Volynian lands in the system of land and water trade routes of the 10-th century:
1. — Overland Bulgar-Kyiv-Regensburg route; 2. — Boundaries of tribal Drevlyanian territory;
3. — Waterways (the dotted line shows the route up/down the Bug); 4. — Dies on the waterways

A final mention about the sledges which Olga left in Pskov as though they were stored
there as relic, doesn’t have connection with historical realities and is an arbitrary interpretation
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of the primary chronicle editorial text about ritual sledges, which were left at the foot of Prince
Igor burial mound. The reason for such an interpretation of the chronicle text was the news from
the «Pilgrim’s Book» by Anthony of Novgorod, a Russian archbishop, who described: «the dish
is a great gold of Olga» and «silver cart of Konstantin and Elena», which was kept in the
treasury of Constantinople Sofia [2, p. 9-28].

Conclusions. The chronicles description about the events of the year 947 shows the annexation
of Volynian land to ancient Kievan state and the establishment of a new system of administrative units
on the right bank of the Western Bug (in the basin of its right tributary — the Lug river) named
«pogosts». These events allowed Kyiv to take the control of an important geographical site in
which the trade routes were crossed. They connected Rus’ with the Danube and Baltic markets.

At last quarter of the 10-th century Prince Volodymyr Sviatoslavovych adopted a number
of measures for additional control of Kyiv over the important border area in the Western Bug. If
Princess Olga had adopted authority of Kyiv on the right bank of the Bug, the Meadow, so in
the year 981, her grandson was strengthened by its left bank, as the chronicle reported: «6489
(981). Viadimir marched upon the Lyakhs and took their cities: Peremyshl’, Cherven, and other
towns, all of which are subject to Rus' even to this day». [14, p. 95] («B an™. & y rié. [6489
(981)] Hoe [Bonodumepn] x Jlaxoms u 3as epadwi . Iepemviuns Yepsenv. u unvl 2padwl.
exce cymn 1 00 ceco OHe nodwv Pycvioy) |4, col. 81].

Having moved the boundary to the west of the Bug, Prince Volodymyr not only
strengthened the control over the Baltic route, but also extended the power of Kiev on the next
leg of overland trade route, which took place on the territory of Chervensk castles and continue
through Krakow and Prague in Regensburg. Among urban undertakings of Vladimir
Svjatoslavovich should be mentioned the institution of a namesake city of Volodymyr in the
year 992 in the Volynian Luga.
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Jleronucuoe uzsectue 947 r. o pedpopmax kusiruau QIbrd 4 OCHOBAHHUM MOT0CTOB

Pe3srome

CrtaThsl TOCBSINCHA HCCICAOBAHHMIO (hparMeHTa JEeTOMUCHOH crateu 947r1. 0
pedopmaTopckoit neaTenbHOCTH KHATMHH OIbrM W OCHOBAHHHM HOBBIX aJIMHUHHCTPATHBHBIX
ueHTpos (moroctos) B HoBropoackoii semne «o Mocmmo» u «no Jlysro».

Hzsectrbie poccutickue Texcronoru (JI. Kasenun, A. lllaxmaros u /1. Jluxaues) craBuin
MOJ, COMHEHHEC BO3MOXKHOCTh CEBEPHOI'O MOX0Aa KHATUHU ONbrH U CUHTANN aHATH3HUPYEMbIH
OTPBIBOK JICTONHCHOT'O TCKCTa MO3THCHIICH BCTaBKkOW. [lo MX MHCHUIO, HOBTrOpPOACKHH
aeromuceny (cuutas, 4uro J[lpeBmsHckas 3emns Haxoaunack B HOBropoAckWX BIaJCHUSAX)
MPUBS3aI COOOIICHUE 0 MappPyTe KHATUHH ONBbrH K MECTHBIM reorpahuuecKiM OPHCHTHPAM —
pexam Mcre u Jlyre.

ITo muenuto KO. [pi0b1, pedhopmaTopckast ASITCIBHOCTh KUCBCKOM KHIATHHU ObljIa BHI3BAHA
HUCKITIOYUTEIBHO TEMH MICPCIICKTHBAMHE, KOTOPHIC OTKPHIBATNCH ITEPEe] KUEBCKOH KHATHHEH mocie
yeMupeHust JIpeBIsSHCKOH 3€MIH, ONMUCAHHOTO B JICTONMCAX B BHAC MeCTH KHAruHH OJibry,
OVKBAJIBHO 34 TCKCTOM — <10 MbCHIBY (IO OTMIICHHH). Y pOAHUCTHYICCKUS U 3 IMHHUCTPATHUBHBIC
pedopmbl kusruan Omnpru passopaunBaiuck B JpeBmsHCKOM u BombiHCKOH 3eMILIX, depes
KOTOpBIC TPOJICTan MEKAYHAPOOHBIH TOproeeli myte bBynrap-Kues-PerencOvpr. Boiina B
JpeBisHCKON 3eMiIe OTKpBIIA MEPeA KUCBCKOH aIMUHHCTPALMCH MEPCIICKTHBB KOHTPOIS
BaXKHOTO VYACcTKa 3TOro Toprosoro nmytd or Kuea no mpasoit mputoku 3anagHoro byra
p. JIyru, oTKyaa OTKpBIBaJICS BOAHBIN yTh B bantuiickoe mope Bromp byra n Bucsr.

Pexa Jlyra nmpotekaer uepes paoH, pacioaoKCHHBIN HA IEPECCUCHUH BaXKHBIX TOPTOBBIX
nyted. M kasaruas Onbra mocTponna noroctsl UMEHHO B BomeiHckol 3emue, Baonp peku Jlyra.
AIMUHUCTpPATUBHO-TEPpUTOPHANbHAS pedopma ObLia OAHOW M3 YACTCH TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX
pehopm  Kuepckoli amaMUHHCTpaliM IO COBCPLICHCTBOBAHHIO VIPABICHUS HAa HOBBIX
MOKOPCHHBIX TEPPUTOPHSIX.

KiroueBbie cioBa: neronucu, Pycek, kHsarunsa Ombra, ypOanuctuueckas pedopma,
aamMuHUCTpaTtuBHas pedopma, Hoeropoackas 3emns, [pesnsuckas 3emis, BomeiHckas 3emus,
MOTOCTHI (3AMUHUCTPATUBHBIC LICHTPHI), MEKAYHAPOJHBIC TOPTOBBIC ITYTH.

12



